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(Source: http://www.ctgrandopera.org/images/macbeth.gif)

Instructions

In this webquest you will learn quite a lot about a period of English history and literature quite unknown to you, and we do hope it's an interesting experience for you.

In order to fulfil the assignments of this webquest, each group has to prepare a PowerPoint presentation and a print version as study material for the class. Use the links provided, they offer sufficient material to work on. The presentation should last for about 10 minutes per group, the print version should be approx. 1 page per student (text). You should complete your work within 3 lessons.

To fulfill some of the tasks it might be necessary to cooperate with other groups.

1. Introduction

Film: "Shakespeare in Love" (3 lessons)

This film will show you how nobility lived in the Elizabethan age, how Shakespeare (probably) wrote and staged his plays.
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                             (Source: http://members.tripod.com/~firthpage/rolespage/sil.html)
In reality we know very few facts about Shakespeare as a person and building a picture is rather like trying to create a jigsaw with many pieces missing. 

Since he is probably the best known playwright in the world and his plays have been performed more or less continuously for over four hundred years, Shakespeare and his works have acquired a certain reverent distance which quite often makes us forget that, in his time his plays were enjoyed by all levels of society.

The film script of 'Shakespeare in Love' was co-written by Marc Norman and the playwright Tom Stoppard who have created a new work by taking some of the accepted facts of Shakespeare's life and times and juggling them with aspects, ideas and actual words from Shakespeare's plays (in particular 'Romeo and Juliet'). A story is brought into being which is not a true story of Shakespeare's life, but which is fun because it plays with the facts and links them together through the idea of love, in life and on stage and screen. (Source: http://www.filmeducation.org/secondary/ShksprInLove/shake1.html)

http://www.greatbooksandfilm.com/shakesinlovequest.htm (Discussion Questions on the Film)
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(Source: http://www.k-lace.com/frontpage/pg00027.html)

2. Background

2.1 Life in the "Golden Age"

Your work should tell us about the lives and major political events of Elizabeth I and James I, the lifestyles of the time (entertainment, clothing, food, the houses they lived in). Include also pictures of Hampton Court and Hardwick Hall. Why was the time of Elizabeth's reign called the "Golden Age"?

With the help of the following links, describe how life was like at Shakespeare's time. Please include appropriate pictures.

Tudors:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_I_of_England (Elizabeth I)

http://www.britainexpress.com/History/Edward_Mary_and_Elizabeth.htm (The Tudors)

http://www.britainexpress.com/History/Elizabethan_life.htm (Elizabethan Life)

http://www.britainexpress.com/History/Elizabethan_sites.htm (Elizabethan Sites in England)

http://www.britainexpress.com/History/tudor/armada.htm (The Spanish Armada)

http://library.thinkquest.org/6406/ (Concentrate on the Links Entertainment, Food, Clothing, Lifestyles)

http://www.renfaire.com/Costume/ (Clothing)

http://www.teachersfirst.com/lessons/shak-feast.htm (Shakespearean Feast)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_I_of_England#English_culture (English Culture)

http://www.springfield.k12.il.us/schools/springfield/eliz/everylife.html (Everyday Life)

Stuarts:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_VI_of_Scotland (James I)

http://www.britainexpress.com/London/stuart-london.htm ( Stuart London)

http://www.britainexpress.com/History/Early_Stuarts_and_the_Civil_War.htm (James I, Gunpowder Plot, Rise of the Puritans)

http://www.britainexpress.com/History/christopher_wren.htm (Christopher Wren)

http://www.britainexpress.com/History/great_fire.htm (The Great Fire of London)

2.2 Author and context

Not much is known about Shakespeare's life – researchers 'constructed' his biography around some – more or less - reliable facts.

http://shakespeare.palomar.edu/timeline/timeline.htm (Shakespeare's biography)

http://shakespeare.palomar.edu/life.htm (Shakespeare's biography)

http://www.search.eb.com/shakespeare/macro/5009/50.html (Shakespeare's biography)

Shakespeare is the best known author of the era, but there are three of his contemporary playwrights who shouldn't be neglected.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_Marlowe (Christopher Marlowe)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ben_Jonson (Ben Jonson)

http://www.english.cam.ac.uk/spenser/main.htm (Edmund Spenser

2.3 Setting of the Play "Macbeth"

The setting of a play concerns the time and place that the author has chosen for the play (Sale, p. 7)

When dealing with the sources, find out how Shakespeare altered them in order to reach his goal and state what this goal was.

http://www.strathmore-estates.co.uk/ (Glamis Castle)

http://www.angelfire.com/ma/macbethproject/index.html (Glamis Castle)

http://www.allshakespeare.com/macbeth/30215 (Historical Background of the Play)

http://students.roanoke.edu/t/tnunez/actualstory.html (Shakespeare's Sources)

http://www.legends.dm.net/shakespeare/macbeth.html (Shakespeare's Sources)

http://www.geocities.com/flarewuzhere/setbac.html (Setting and Background)

2.4 Staging and performance

The type of stage, the lighting, the sound effects, the costumes, the acting styles and the delivery (performance of the actors) must all be decided by the author. (Sale, p. 5).

Give an overview of Elizabethan/Jacobean theatre performance (building, stage, costumes, actors, audience).

http://www.britainexpress.com/History/elizabethan-theatre.htm (Elizabethan Theatre)

http://shakespeare.palomar.edu/theatre.htm (Performance at Elizabethan Theatre)

http://archive.1september.ru/eng/1999/eng16-1.htm (Elizabethan Theatre)

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/asguru/english/08shakespeare/42theatre/index/index.shtml (Elizabethan Theatre)

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/asguru/english/08shakespeare/42theatre/index/index.shtml (Elizabethan and Jacobean Theatre)

http://www.greatbuildings.com/buildings/Globe_Theater.html (Globe Theatre)

http://shakespeare.about.com/blgroundlings.htm?once=true& (Shakespeare's audience)

[image: image2.jpg]



3. Plot

A play is a story whose events are carefully organised by the playwright in order to show how a situation can be worked out. (Sale, p.5)

Develop a summary of the tragedy "Macbeth"; the suggested headings and questions should be answered in your overview. Please discuss your suggestions with your teacher.

3.1 Act I: Plans against Duncan

1 
How are the witches presented, i.e. made interesting for us? Which reasons may they have for telling Macbeth their prophecies?

2 
Which impression do you get of Macbeth in the scene with Duncan? (Make a list of words, images and comparisons used to describe and glorify Macbeth)

3 What are Macbeth's first words in the play? Why are they significant? Why does Macbeth wish the witches had stayed? Which different opinions do Macbeth and Banquo have about the witches? How does Macbeth present himself (contrasted with his introduction in Scene 2)?

4 How does the announcement of Malcolm as heir to the throne affect Macbeth? Which differences in the characters of Duncan and Macbeth are revealed?

5 How is Lady Macbeth characterised? How is the relation between Macbeth and his wife?

6 Appearances can be deceptive: where else is this very evident?

7 What are the cons and pros for murdering Duncan? Compare Macbeth's and his wife's arguments.

3.2 Act II: Action against King Duncan

1. How does Banquo appear more open than Macbeth?

2. Why is the soldier Macbeth so distressed after the murder? How does Lady Macbeth react?

3. What does the Porter-Scene anticipate? Why does Macbeth slay the guards?

4. What unnatural omens are to be experienced? 

3.3 Act III: Reign of King Macbeth

1. How is Macbeth presented as king?

2. How do we learn that Lady Macbeth begins to lose charge? (Macbeth's reasons)

3. What exposes the addition of a third murderer?

4. What do you think the Thanes would be thinking after the banquet? What do we learn about the King's and Queen's feelings? (Is the vision real?)

5. What tells us that Macbeth's relation to the witches has changed?

6. In how far does the resistance against Macbeth grow?

3.4 Act IV: Plans against King Macbeth

1. Which three prophecies is Macbeth told by the witches?

2. Why is Lady Macduff's and her son's murder more savage and brutal than the former ones? (With whom does Lady Macduff contrast?)

3. Which issues (virtues) of kingship are explored?

3.5 Act V: Action against King Macbeth

1. How do we learn about Lady Macbeth's mental breakdown?

2. What purpose does the mention of Birnan Wood and Dunsinane serve?

3. What makes ist clear that Macbeth is doomed?

4. Contrast the two camps.

5. How does Macbeth react to his wife's death? How do the prophecies literally destroy Macbeth?

(Sale; pp. 14-22, Martin, pp. 22-67)
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4. Analysis

4.1. Characters

Characters are the people who have to face the situation presented in the plot. Since the yare human they can be good or bad, clever or stupid, likeable or detestable, etc. They may all change, too. (Sale, p. 5)

With each character, you are provided with some adjectives, describing the person. Try to find examples in the play that verify those character traits.

Macbeth

ambitious, courageous initially, murderous, imaginative, hypocritical

Lady Macbeth
dominant, cunning, determined, haunted

Duncan

generous, regal, honest, trusting, honourable

Banquo

brave and loyal, wise, perceptive, trusting

Macduff

strong, suspicious, loyal, forthright

(Sale, pp. 67-72)

Try to do the deed on your own, but if you need some help, have a look at the following links:


http://www.eastdonsc.vic.edu.au/home/pgardner/teaching/Macbeth2000.htm

http://www.allshakespeare.com/macbeth/36664
3.2 Themes


Themes are major ideas and underlaying messages of the play, e.g. jealousy can cause the worst 

of crimes; ambition can bring the mightiest low.( Sale, p. 5)

This is a link, with which you'll find information to all the themes:

 http://www.geocities.com/flarewuzhere/theme.html 

The Supernatural:


http://students.roanoke.edu/t/tnunez/witches.html (witches) 


http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Acropolis/1906/curse.html (Curse of "Macbeth")


http://www.allshakespeare.com/macbeth/ (Concept of the Play)


Ambition



http://www.4essays.com/essays/MACBET_2.HTM 



http://www.planetpapers.com/Assets/3590.php


http://www.cyberessays.com/English/203.htm


http://www.allshakespeare.com/macbeth/894 



http://www.courseworkbank.co.uk/coursework/macbeth_as_a_tragedy_2099/ 


Succession and order


http://www.field-of-themes.com/shakespeare/essays/Emacbeth4.htm (Darkness)
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5. Modern Versions

Analyse the following versions of the "Macbeth"-story with the help of summaries and try to describe the aspects of the play they concentrate on.

Charles and Mary Lamb: "Macbeth".


http://shakespeare.palomar.edu/lambtales/LTMACB.HTM
http://www.bartleby.com/1012/10.html 

http://www.online-literature.com/lamb/tales_shakespeare/ 

James Thurber: "The Macbeth Murder Mystery".


http://www.sd84.k12.id.us/SHS/departments/Language/edaniels/English%20IV%20(H)/Macbeth/MacbethThurber.htm 

Heiner Müller: "Macbeth – nach Shakespeare".

http://www.berlinonline.de/berliner-zeitung/archiv/.bin/dump.fcgi/2004/0708/feuilleton/0044/?keywords=k%F6rpern;mark=k%F6rpern 

http://www.berliner-schauspielschule.de/macbeth.htm 

Guiseppe Verdi: "Macbeth"

http://www.arila-siegert.de/knz/macbeth.htm 

http://www.impresario.ch/synopsis/synvermac.htm 

http://www.plumsite.com/aevecchio/macbeth.htm 

(Bünsch/Hanke, pp. 89-111)

Sources:

BÜNSCH, Iris/HANKE, Michael: William Shakespeare: Macbeth. Reclam. 2004. 

(=Erläuterungen und Dokumente)

MARTIN, Stewart: Macbeth. William Shakespeare. Letts Educational. London. 2004. (=A Letts Literature 

Guide for GCSE)

SALE, James: William Shakespeare: Macbeth. York Press. 2002. (=York Notes for GSCE)

Teacher's Notes

Aims of this Webquest

· To practise gathering information from various sources (summary writing)

· To practise basics of scientific research

· To get information about a previous historical period

· How to study a theatre play

As far as the exploration of the play is concerned, we deliberately left out the topics language/style and imagery, because we think the "Vienna English Theatre"-version will be abridged and simplified.

1. Introduction

Perhaps it would be interesting to ask the SS what was most astonishing about the film, what they think about an Elizabethan theatre production, the way of life shown in the film – comprehension questions. Then we would do the questions mentioned in the link provided.

2. Background

Possible questions:

· How did people live in the "Golden Age"? Refer to at least six aspects.

· Why is it generally assumed that "Macbeth" was written in honour of James I?

· In how far does the staging and performance of Elizabethan theatre differ from contemporary practise?

3. Plot

Suggested answers to the questions on the plot:

Act I:

· 1: By their appearance/presentation of the witches (They are ambiguous creatures); by asking questions and riddles; by referring to elemental forces.

Prophecies: They probably want to seduce him, pull him into their world of darkness.

· 2: He is a man of consequence, courage and loyality.

· 3: His first words – "So foul and fair a day I have not seen" – eco the witches' words. This suggests he is already in tune with their way of thinking.

The witches should have stayed because they say exactly what he wants to hear and this can only be because they touch a nerve already present in Macbeth.

Different opinions: Banquo thinks they are evil, Macbeth does not.

Presentation of Macbeth: The brave, loyal soldier of Scene 2 is fascinated by the "instruments of darkness".

· 4: Malcolm as heir: If Macbeth is to be king, then this is something/someone he must overcome.

Characters of Duncan and Macbeth: Duncan is open and direct. His trust of Macbeth leads to his death. He is good and worthy. Macbeth is covert in his intentions. His murder of Duncan is appalling.

· 5: Lady Macbeth: She immediately understands the full implications of her husband's letter; no niceties of conscience and loyality seem to assail her. She instantly taps into the spirit world (involves spirits), which puts her near the witches' world.

The couples' relation: She absolutely dominates him. He trusts her absolutely (otherwise he wouldn't have written the treacherous letter).

· 6: Deceptive appearances: This is a theme running through the whole play:

· air and castle appear delightful, but are in reality to be the site of foul murder

· Lady Macbeth greeting Duncan

· Macbeth on learning of Duncan's murder

· Macbeth inquiring of Duncan's murder

· Macbeth at the banquet for Banquo

· 7: Murdering his liege, kinsman and guest would set a precedent that would return to plague Macbeth. Duncan has been a good king – heaven itself will expose the wicedness of the murder. The only justification for the murder is, finally, his own ambition.

His wife accuses him of cowardice.

Act II:

· 1: His openness is in admitting his Feelings – which is in stark contrast to Macbeth, who flatly lies that he doesn't think about the witches.

· 2: He is in a state of total damnation. The guilt of what he has done torments him, and Lady Macbeth attempts to allay and rationalise his fears.

· 3: Porter-scene: The porter sees himself as porter of hell, which indicates that there is hell where Macbeth is. The scene is probably connected to contemporary events: namely the Gunpowder Plat and its own enormity of treason.

Slaying of the guards: To prevent them denying their involvement in Duncan's murder.

· 4: The darkness reminds of Christ's cruxification. Ross and an Old Man discuss the unnatural state of things.

Act III:

· 1: Entirely duplicitous: openly he honours Banquo, secretly he hires men to murder him and his son (cf. bestial imagery).

· 2: Macbeth is keeping himself to himself and brooding on the crimes committed, and on the crimes he intends to commit; he is not sharing his thoughts with his wife any more.

· 3: Mistrust.

· 4: Thoughts of the Thanes: Up till then they may have been predisposed to accept Macbeth in the interests of peace. Now they know they must – and do – act.

· 5: From a victim he has changed to an adept.

· 6: The sense of resistance to Macbeth's rule is now growing. From Lennox's words, we have Macduff's refusal to comply, and ultimately Malcolm's efforts in England to raise an army to claim back his throne.

Act IV:

· 1: He should fear Macduff, that he cannot be harmed by one borne of a woman, and that he is secure until Birnan wood comes to Dunsinane.

· 2: The only reasons are Macbeth's increasing loss of reality and revenge.

· 3: The contrast between Kind Edward and King Macbeth is evident.

Act V: 

· 1: Conversation between the nurse and the doctor.

· 2: It reminds us of the prophecies, and so tantalises us: how can Macbeth be defeated if the witches are always right in their predictions?

· 3: The dependence he now has on the prophecies is paralysing his own decision– making and capacity for action. Remember that he is an experienced warrior.

· 5: Lady Macbeth's death is a confirmation for him that life is meaningless – his isolation is absolute now.

Prophecies: He himself makes them come true, because he leaves the castle, where he'd been secure.

(Sale, pp. 90f.)

4. Analysis

· Discuss the relationship between Macbeth and his wife. How does this relationship change during the course of the play, and why do you think this is?

· Shakespeare uses many contrasting ideas in "Macbeth". How is the notion of contrast used to develop character, themes and motifs in the play?

(Martin, pp. 72f.)

· Which different concepts if kingship are displayed by Duncan and Macbeth?

· In how far differ Macbeth's and Banquo's reactions to the prophecies? What do these differences reveal about their characters?

· Which changes of character does Lady Macbeth undergo in the course of the play? Can you think of any reasons?

· Which themes are displayed in the tragedy, and which purpose do they serve?

5. Modern Versions

· Lamb: Fairytale-like version for children; concentrates on the supernatural.

· Thurber: "Macbeth" read as a detective story; parody.

· Müller: Political situation in the former DDR: power struggles, exploitation, suppression, privileges – this evils of dictatorship have to be abolished.

· Verdi: Murder, struggle and the supernatural.

Assessment

· On the Internet, there are several ready-made quizzes, referring to various aspects of the play:

http://shakespeare.palomar.edu/quiz/bioquiz.htm (Quiz about Shakespeare's Life)

http://www.gradesaver.com/cgi-sys/cgiwrap/readers/quiz.cgi?book=macbeth&q_start=1&total_q=40 (Quiz on the play)

http://alumni.imsa.edu/~ravi/macbeth/tests.html (Tests on "Macbeth")

http://www.icteachers.co.uk/children/macbeth_quiz.htm, ("Macbeth" quiz)

http://www.cln.org/themes/macbeth.html (Teaching Material)

http://www.schooltours.at/ (Worksheet des Vienna English Theatre)

Some of them could be given to the SS, for self-assessment and/or as samples, and then they could be asked to create similar HotPot-quizzes, referring to their individual topics.

· There are also some questions which could be used for discussion or as topics for essays:

· Macbeth – tyrant or tragic hero?

· Write about a major theme of the play "Macbeth".

· Compare and contrast the kingships of Duncan and Macbeth.

· Explore the significance of the role played by the supernatural in "Macbeth".

· "Macbeth" is a play about murder and killing. What kinds of death are featured in the play and how does Shakespeare portray their differences, dramatically?

· Who is responsible for the eventual downfall of Macbeth?

· The story of "Macbeth" is a typical tragedy – a grat man is brought down by a fatal flaw. How far do you agree with this view of the play?

(Sale, pp. 85-88; Martin, pp. 72f.)

Didaktische Hinweise für die Verwendung auf einer Lernplattform

Vorstellung des Webquests über den Beamer: In den Arbeitsanweisungen erfahren die SchülerInnen, was sie zu tun haben, um die Lernziele zu erreichen (zu verwendendes Material, wann die Arbeiten fertiggestellt sein müssen, wie die Arbeiten zu gestalten sind, Dauer und Art der Präsentation, Umfang der Printversion).

Der Verlauf der Unterrichtssequenz (Aktionsplan) ist durch die Struktur des Webquests vorgegeben.

Um den SchülerInnen ein Diskussionsforum zur Verfügung zu stellen, mit dem sie auch zu Hause arbeiten können, müssen auf der Lernplattform Ordner mit verschiedenen Benutzerrechten eingerichtet werden:

· Projekmaterial (Webquest)

· Projektorganisation (Arbeitsaufträge, Diskussionsforum)

· Projektergebnisse (Produkte, Prüfungen)

· Anweisung an die SchülerInnen, ihre Beiträge auf der Lernplattform zu posten

· Organisatorische Aufgaben der SchülerInnen festlegen (Medienbeauftragte, ModeratorIn, KommunikatorIn)

In den einzelnen Unterrichtsphasen

Einstieg

Impulsmaterial: "Shakespeare in Love" (
[image: image5.wmf]Streaming, Beamer oder DVD-Player)

SS-Aktivitäten:Diskussion (s. Leitfragen)

Erarbeiten

Bearbeiten der Verschiedenen Themen lt. Webquest (
[image: image6.wmf]Erstellen von PP-Präsentatioenn und Printversionen mit Hilfe von bereitgestellten Links)
Lehrerin:

· Impulse setzen (Was wollen wir?)

· Struktur vorgeben (Wie kommen wir dahin?)

· Beiträgen Feedback geben (Sind wir am richtigen Weg?) Was haben wir geschafft?)

· Verständnishilfen/Lernhilfen anbieten

· Zwischenergebnisse zusammenstellen/formulieren

Üben, Anwenden, Transfer

Durcharbeiten einiger 
[image: image7.wmf] im Internet gefundener Quizzes zum Thema (vom Lehrer bereitgestellt).

Mit Hilfe von 
[image: image8.wmf] HotPot von den SchülerInnen erstellte Quizzes zu den spezifischen Ergebnissen des Webquests.

Nachbereitung

(Sicherung des Unterrichtsertrags: gemeinsame Ergebnisse, individuelle Erfolge, Feststellung der Leistung)

Präsentation und Besprechung der Ergebnisse (
[image: image9.wmf] PP-Präsentationen, Printversionen).
Leistungsbeurteilung

· Ergebnissammlungen (PP-Präsentationen, Printversionen – Face to Face)

· Beteiligung (Postinglisten, gegenseitiges Feedback, HotPot-Aufgaben - 
[image: image10.wmf] asynchron im Chat)
· Selbst- und Gruppeneinschätzung (Mitarbeit, Postinglisten, Kommentare und Diskussionsbeiträge, HotPot-Aufgaben – Face to Face)

· Schriftliche Leistungsfeststellung (Schularbeit/handschriftlich im Heft – Face to Face).
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